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PortaL ght 
the monthly Newsletter of West Portal Lutheran Church and School 

OCTOBER is stacking up to be a very busy month – as you can see in this edi-

tion of PortaLight - beginning with the Church and School Picnic on Sunday, 

October 2 at Pine Lake in Stern Grove. (Details on back page) 

  

It is the end of the month, however, that brings about two very special events 

in the life of the church: The Western Region (English District) Professional 

Church Workers Conference hosted by West Portal Lutheran…and…the An-

nual West Portal Lutheran Mission Festival featuring a very special Evange-

lism/Outreach Seminar. 

 

First, the Western Region Professional Church 

Workers Conference:  On Oct. 25-27 English 

District pastors, deacons, and deaconesses from 

Arizona, Utah, Washington and California will 

gather here for the annual fall conference host-

ed by our San Francisco circuit of churches. 

Keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Scott Brusek, from 

St. John’s Lutheran in Wheaton, IL, will speak 

on the challenges and opportunities of the 

Church in this Post-Modern era. The pastors 

will attend our school’s chapel service and will 

have some free time to explore SF and the Bay 

Area. We will host a dinner and the Conference 

Divine Service on Tuesday with President/

Bishop Jamison Hardy preaching. We hope 

many of you can join us for the dinner and 

worship service. 

 

The conference will be followed quickly by the West Portal Lutheran Mission 

Festival on Saturday and Sunday October 29 and 30. We are blessed to have as 

(Continued on page 2) 

What’s Happening in October at 
West Portal Lutheran?  

English District Western  

Region Conference Speaker 

Rev. Scott Brusek 
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Worship Services 

Saturday, 5:00PM 

Sunday, 8:30 and 11:00AM 
 

Sunday School,  

Youth and Adult Bible Classes 

Sunday, 9:45AM 
 

We warmly welcome you  

to worship the Lord God with us. 

200 Sloat Boulevard, San Francisco CA 94132 

(415) 661-0242 

www.westportallutheran.org 

The Rev. Todd Arnold, Pastor 

Jan Lundquist, Church Secretary, PortaLight Editor 

Kantor J. Wayne Kerr, Pastoral Deacon 

Anna Hu, Principal 

Christy Wood, Assistant Principal 

 

is the monthly Newsletter of West Portal Lutheran Church and School ght PortaL 

West Portal Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

 

our Festival preacher, Rev. Greg Finke, who is the 

author of a very popular book Joining Jesus on 

His Mission: How to Be an Every Day Mission-

ary. Rev. Finke will preach at all three services 

that weekend. As an added bonus, Rev. Finke 

will lead us in a Saturday morning (10/29) evan-

gelism/outreach seminar (8:30 – 12:00) on How to 

Be an Everyday Missionary in San Francisco. The 

congregation is invited…in fact, encouraged…to 

attend the seminar. We hope Lutherans from oth-

er congregations will join us, as well, so that we 

(Continued from FROM PASTOR ARNOLD, Page 1) 
 

The deadline for the  
November issue of the  

PortaLight is Wednesday, 
October 19th 

can be on our way to bringing Christ to our 

communities in and around the Bay Area. What 

a great way to celebrate the 499th anniversary of 

the posting of the 95 Theses by Martin Luther 

and the onset of the Reformation of the Church! 

 

We hope that many of you will be able to join us 

for these exciting events this October at WPL. 

May God bless us in our effort to be a mission-

ary congregation firmly grounded in the doc-

trine of the Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Todd Arnold 

Mission Festival Keynote Speaker 

   Rev. Greg and Susan Finke 
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Kantor’s Korner 

This month I’m doing something I rarely do. 

While it may seem I’m only sharing about my 

past two years at WPL, I’m also talking about 

you, each and every member of the West Portal 

Lutheran Church and School Family. 

 

For the past thirteen years I have served both 

Church and School in the called duties of shep-

herding our large WPL School Music program, 

playing Divine Services, and fulfilling all of the 

responsibilities associated with this ministry 

work area. During the interview portion of the 

call process with Pastor Stechholz, a significant 

amount of time was spent discussing pastoral 

care within the context of my call. Out of those 

conversations we now find ourselves together 

seeking new ways for ministry and witness in 

San Francisco.. 

 

In a sense, in March 2015 my life changed forev-

er as I entered Concordia Seminary St. Louis as a 

Vicar in the SMP or Specific Ministry Pastor pro-

gram. A few significant facts about the program 

are: 

 The SMP or Specific Ministry Pastor program 

is a four-year distance education program 

that prepares men for pastoral ministry in 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  

 The SMP program is driven by the ministry 

needs of the field and exists to train pastoral 

leaders from existing or planned ministry 

and/or mission contexts where their presence 

is critical to the ministry in which they are 

serving.  

 The program provides theological education 

in the regular daily ministry context of the 

SMP student. 

 After nine courses or slightly over two years 

of study and preparation the student may 

Weekend Worship  
Schedule for October  

10/1/16 5:00PM Partners in Faith 

10/2/16 8:30AM Creative Worship Liturgy- 

 Lord’s Supper; service led by Praise Band 

 11:00AM Service at Stern Grove followed 

by Church Picnic 

 

10/8/16 5:00PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

10/9/16 8:30AM Divine Service 1-Lord’s Supper 

 11:00AM Divine Service 1 

 

10/15/16 5:00PM Partners in Faith 

10/16/16 8:30AM Divine Service 3 

 11:00AM Divine Service 3-Lord’s Supper 

 

10/22/16 5:00PM Partners in Faith 

10/23/16 8:30AM Divine Service 4-Lord’s Supper 

 11:00AM Divine Service 4 

 

Reformation & Missions Weekend 

10/29/16 5:00PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

10/30/16 8:30AM Creative Worship Liturgy-

Lord’s Supper 

 11:00AM Creative Worship Liturgy-

Lord’s Supper 

receive a call and be ordained into the pastoral 

office serving the local congregation.  

 Following being called and ordained I will 

continue to faithfully serve in the ministry and 

mission of West Portal. But we are not done 

yet! I will continue to have two more years of 

study to complete the program. 

 

At first this may seem only about me, but it is so 

much more. It’s really about you, and me, and es-

pecially God who leads us in the world through 

His Holy Spirit to witness and serve the world as 

Christ has served us. 

 

As an SMP Pastor I will be dedicated for ministry 

and service at WPL in an even more intentional 

way, not only preaching and teaching, but in pas-

toral care and other opportunities for witness and 

ministry. Throughout the often intense course 

work the ultimate question for all of us in the pro-

gram is: How can I serve? How can I serve God at 

WPL? in what areas of ministry can I share and 

lead? These are questions I will continue to pray 

about and discuss with Pastor Arnold and the 

Church Council Yes, I will continue to serve as 

Kantor directing the Music Ministry but also be 

seeking help from others to guide and serve 

through the gift of music. 

 

Several have asked: What is happening? Will you 

be finished soon? I am in my second year and 

have two more to go in the completion of the pro-

gram. The program is non-stop studying and ap-

plying what we have learned, but the program is 

also designed to provide rightly called and or-

dained pastors equipped to meet the needs of the 

calling congregation before the end of the four 

years of study. With this in mind, while at the 

seminary in April 2017 I will receive Letters of Eli-

gibility for a Call to WPL. Between now and this 

coming April are several hurdles to overcome, in-

terviews, a ton of paperwork, and, of course, 

study! As we continue in the process we will be 

(Continued on page 6) 
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WPL WPL --  Wildcats’ WordsWildcats’ Words  
Principal’s Page by Ms. Hu 

This is my second year working in the Sloat 

campus office where I am also an alumna of WPL.  

 

I have lived in the Bay Area most of my life and 

after graduating from UC Davis, I fell into event 

planning until 2003, when I decided to become a 

stay-home mom.   

 

Now, my two children also attend WPLS. My son, 

Ryan is currently in eighth grade and beginning 

his journey into the high school application 

process, and my daughter, Olivia is in the sixth 

grade where she is challenged every day in her 

new Middle School environment. We are very 

blessed to be a part of this warm Lutheran 

community. 

My wife, Chaeyoung, daughter, Chloe and I are 

very excited and feel very blessed to be here in the 

Bay Area!   

 

I was born and raised in Cedar Falls, Iowa and am 

the oldest of six children. I am very happy to be 

able to serve here at West Portal Lutheran as the 

Athletic Director and Physical Education teacher. I 

participated in football, basketball, and baseball 

through high school and was fortunate enough to 

play basketball at Concordia University in Sew-

ard, Nebraska, from which I graduated in 1997.  

I have been blessed to be a part of ministries in 

several parts of the United States, including Ne-

braska, Indiana, Nevada, Iowa, and Wisconsin. I 

also taught English in Korea for three and a half 

(Continued on page 5) 

In efforts to better bridge church and school, I 

will include pictures and a short note from the 

faculty /staff of our school.  Today we are high-

lighting Carole Leung our Sloat Campus Secre-

tary and Ehren Simmer PE/Athletic Director. 

Carole Leung and daughter, Olivia 

The Simmer  Family 

Ehren,  Chaeyoung and Chloe 

Introducing Faculty/Staff Members 
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years, where I met my wife, who is from Busan, 

South Korea. We were married in May of 2012 

and our great joy in life, our daughter, Chloe was 

born on April 22, 2013.  

 

We live in South San Francisco, where the sun 

always shines and enjoy going to local parks, 

spending time on the beach, hiking and riding 

our bikes. We are very, very grateful for all of the 

welcoming we have received, from the extremely 

generous gift cards to the Sunday morning greet-

ings and smiles. We feel welcomed here and look 

forward to making this our home for a long time. 

God is good all the time. All the time, God is 

good. 

 

School Board Update  
This past school year, the Church Council took 

over duties of the School Board as this board took 

the year to reconfigure and regroup. In June, 

Chris Brase was elected as the new School Board 

Chairperson. Chris is a member of West Portal 

Lutheran Church and previously held the posi-

tion of Chairperson of the Outreach Cluster.  

Mr. Brase and I have met several times to re-

view what the pervious School Board had in 

place as a handbook/manual. We have deter-

mined that we would like a school board that is 

policy driven and therefore are putting together a 

new School Board Policy Manuel. We think it im-

portant that we develop a school board that gov-

erns by policy and not by management. We are 

using as a resource a "governing manual" put out 

by LCMS for schools.  We both feel that this Gov-

erning Manual for Lutheran Schools provides a 

very solid foundation as we work to create this 

new policy manual. 

 

Meanwhile we are writing a "job description" for 

board members and also brainstorming/soliciting 

names of people in church/school/community to 

be asked to join the board. Our goal is to have a 

completed "job description" before we invite can-

didates. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Class of 2022  
Yes, the class of 2022 is in the news. This year’s 

third graders received their Bibles in the 5:00PM 

Saturday worship services on September 17 and 

24. Every year our third grade classes receive the 

precious gift of God’s Word. We pray God’s 

blessings on these students as they continue to 

study the Word of God. May these Bibles reveal 

the Lord’s love to them as they grow in their 

faith. 

 

Missional Schools Workshop 
Post-Christendom has radically shifted the social 

and cultural landscape in which our Lutheran 

churches and schools serve.  In the once 

“Christendom” world, Lutheran schools existed 

primarily for church members. As churches de-

clined in size, leaders of Lutheran schools ex-

panded their horizons to include those in the 

general community interested in private, Chris-

tian education. But what do we do when the 

general community is no longer Christian? How 

do we intentionally reach students and parents 

who may not know Christ? How do we better 

prepare students who do know Christ to inten-

tionally disciple those who do not? (from CNH - 

LCMS California/Nevada/Hawaii District pub-

licity) 

 
(Continued on page 7) 

Third Grader, Avery Lin, receiving her Bible  
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sharing more information as we move along to-

wards the ordination and beyond. 

 

Since 1947 West Portal Lutheran Church and 

School have provided vibrant ministries in the 

community witnessing daily the power of God’s 

Holy Word through prayer and praise but also 

through service and missions. I invite everyone 

to please pray for me to have the discernment to 

hear God’s Word and call to witness. But also to 

pray for our Church and School so that we can 

share in real and tangible ways God’s love, com-

passion and forgiveness to a fallen and fractured 

world. 

 

Kantor J. Wayne Kerr, Deacon 

(Continued from KANTOR’S KORNER,  page 3) 

Obvious Intruders 
If it becomes obvious that intruders are prowling 

about, the primary concern should be to stay 

with the children in the nursery and/or station 

someone to help protect the children from possi-

ble harm. Be aware of intruders movements and 

under no circumstance allow them to freely wan-

der about. Do not confront them alone. Try to 

find out if they need help, and invite them to join 

the Service. If they leave suddenly, escort them 

to the limits of the Church property. Keep in 

mind their description or distinctive features and 

their vehicle and license number if possible. Be 

on guard for their return at a later time.  

 

At all times be cautious and don’t provoke an 

incident.  

 

Rich Hesselroth, Church Council President 

 

Contribution statements for January through 

September 2016 are available upon request. 

Please contact Church & School Accountant 

Howard Scully at 415-661-0242, x225, or by 

email at howard.scully@wplsf.com if you would 

like to receive your contribution statement or if 

you would like to compare your records to ours 

for the first three quarters of the year.  

Recently there was an “intruder” during a Sat-

urday night service. Someone came in, sat down 

briefly, then walked up to the stairs at the altar 

and lay down. He then got up and returned to a 

pew, sat down for a short time then left the 

church.  

 

The concern is “what may be the intruder’s in-

tentions?” On Saturday evening there are no 

assigned ushers so it becomes the responsibility 

of those present to take control. We do have an 

Usher Manual located on the Usher stand in the 

rear of the sanctuary. If anyone would like a 

copy we can provide one. In the usher manual 

the following paragraphs appear: 

 

Public Disturbance: 
If the Service is interrupted, the Ushers should 

try to remove the person as quickly and quietly 

as possible. DO NOT USE PHYSICAL FORCE. 

If the disturbance is too great call the police. 
 

Call 553-0123 or 911 

Contribution statements 
are available 

Safety and security in Church 

mailto:howard.scully@wplsf.com
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Where:  West Portal Lutheran Church Parking 

Lot and Fellowship Hall 

When:  Monday, October 31st 

Time:  6:00PM to 7:30PM  

 

This is a family event. There will be games and 

activities in the Fellowship Hall. The parking lot 

will be closed to provide an opportunity for trick 

or treating at the trunks of various cars in the lot. 

 

Sounds like fun? Here’s how you can help: 

1) We need candy to give out as prizes during the 

games and to supplement the trick or treat 

candy in the trunks. Bags of wrapped candy 

may be left in the church office. (Church staff 

members promise not to eat the treats ahead of 

time—although they may need to test a few 

pieces as a matter of quality control!!) 

2) We need volunteers who are willing to park 

their cars in the parking lot, open up their car 

trunks, and distribute candy to the trick or 

treaters. If you can help with this, please sign 

the sign-up sheet in the Narthex, fill up your 

trunk with candy, and come to the West Portal 

parking lot between 5:15PM and 5:45PM on 

Monday, October 31st. 

West Portal Lutheran Church and School con-

tinues to work on this challenge. We are excited 

to be sending Mrs. Christy Wood, Assistant 

Principal; Mrs. Michele Boyer, Kindergarten 

Teacher; Mrs. Helen Tom-Bok, Chairperson of 

the Bridge Committee; and me to this work-

shop. We hope to glean lots of ideas for Luther-

an schools as mission outposts, discover disci-

pleship training strategies, and get tools to 

build a bridge from the school into our church 

and community. 

 

Up coming events in October 
10 – Columbus Day – School Closed 

13 – PTL General Meeting in Sanctuary 6:30 PM 

14 – Open House for Prospective Students/

Sunset Campus – 8:45 AM 

14 – End of Quarter I (43 Days) 

15 – Co-op Day – Sunset Campus – 9:30 AM-

11:30 AM 

17-19 – Grade 4 Coloma Trip 

21 – Free Dress 

24-28 – Parent Teacher Conferences 

28 – School Closed – Parent Teacher Confer-

ences 

31 – Trunk or Treat – Sloat Campus – 6:00-7:30 

PM 

 

See the complete 2016-2017 School Calendar at 

https://mybackpack-wplsf.com/school-

calendar/2016-2017-calendar-public/ 

 

In Christ, Our Master Teacher, 

Anna Hu, Principal 

(Continued from WILDCATS’ WORDS, page 5) 

Official Acts & Notices  
through September 25, 2016 

DEATHS 

9/4/16 Henry Bonfert 

9/14/16 Richard Heinzel 

https://mybackpack-wplsf.com/school-calendar/2016-2017-calendar-public/
https://mybackpack-wplsf.com/school-calendar/2016-2017-calendar-public/


 

 

This month we continue offering a format for your daily reading of the Bible. Following this format, you will 

complete the entire Bible in 365 readings. Below are the readings for October.  
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 October Old Testament New Testament 

 

 1 Psalms 109-112 

Sunday 2 Jeremiah 1:1-3:5 Colossians 3:18-4:18 

 3 Jeremiah 3:6-4:31 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2:16 

 3 Jeremiah 5-6 1 Thessalonians 2:17-4:12 

 5 Jeremiah 7-9 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:28 

 6 Jeremiah 10-12 2 Thessalonians 1 

 7 Jeremiah 13-15 2 Thessalonians 2 

 8 Psalms 113-116 

Sunday 9 Jeremiah 16-17 2 Thessalonians 3 

 10 Jeremiah 18-20 1 Timothy 1 

 11 Jeremiah 21:1-23:8 1 Timothy 2 

 12 Jeremiah 23:9-24:10 1 Timothy 3 

 13 Jeremiah 25-26 1 Timothy 4 

 14 Jeremiah 27-29 1 Timothy 5:1-6:2 

 15 Psalms 117-118 

Sunday 16 Jeremiah 30-31 1 Timothy 6:3-21 

 17 Jeremiah 32-33 2 Timothy 1 

 18 Jeremiah 34-36 2 Timothy 2 

 19 Jeremiah 37-38 2 Timothy 3 

 20 Jeremiah 39:1-41:15 2 Timothy 4 

 21 Jeremiah 41:16-45:5 Titus 1 

 22 Psalms 119:1-88 

Sunday 23 Jeremiah 46-48 Titus 2 

 24 Jeremiah 49 Titus 3 

 25 Jeremiah 50 Philemon 

 26 Jeremiah 51 Hebrews 1:1-2:4 

 27 Jeremiah 52 Hebrews 2:5-3:6 

 28 Lamentations 1-2 Hebrews 3:7-4:13 

 29 Psalms 119:89-176 

Sunday 30 Lamentations 3-5 Hebrews 4:14-5:10 

 31 Ezekiel 1:3 Hebrews 5:11-6:20 
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All Church Members are invited to come to any 

Voters' Assembly meeting. You can become a 

voting member when you attend two meetings 

within one year, and your membership will con-

tinue if you attend at least one meeting during 

the following two years.  

 

The next regular Voters' Assembly meeting will 

be Sunday, October 23, after the 11:00AM Ser-

vice. Voters’ Information Packets will be availa-

ble on Sunday, October 16. We encourage you to 

attend this meeting. Child care will be provided 

for children up to the age of 12. 

Plan to attend the 
Voters’ Assembly on  
Sunday, October 23 Jr. High and Sr. High Youth 

Community Service  

Opportunity 
 

Starting On October 1, 2016, we will be working 

with our sister church Christ for All Nations Lu-

theran Church, 465 Woolsey Street, San Francis-

co in their food pantry. The hours that you will 

work are from 7-12:00 noon on Saturdays. You 

will get community service hours from me if 

needed . 

 

If you would like to help out on any Saturday, 

please contact Daniel Latimore at  

daniel.latimore@wplsf.com. Rides will be availa-

ble if needed. 

Time:  5:00-8:30pm (Must attend 5:00PM wor-

ship service if attending.) 

Date:  Saturday, October 15, 2016 

Cost:   $10 per person 

Where:  Fellowship hall and Sloat parking lot 

 

Come join us with board games, snacks, and 

some other special games for the kids to enjoy. 

Please sign up with Daniel Latimore at  

daniel.latimore@wplsf.com no later than Satur-

day October 8, 2016. 

Youth Events in October 

Game Night for  

4th & 5th Graders 

Look for opportunities to serve; don’t wait to be 

asked! Remember: You can serve without being 

a part of an “official” ministry. We all can:  

 extend the word of welcome, whether or not 

we are official greeters;  

 be listening, caring friends, whether or not 

we are official lay counselors;  

 be ready to give reason for the hope that is 

in us, whether or not we are on the evange-

lism team;  

 be enthusiastic participants and ready to 

give a hand, whether or not we are on the 

planning or cleanup committees  

mailto:daniel.latimore@wplsf.com
mailto:daniel.latimore@wplsf.com
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October Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 1st Steven Toloski 

  1st Ted Jones 

 1st Glenn Klepic 

 1st Nami Murata 

  2nd Brandon Wong 

 2nd Kathleen Chon 

 3rd Ryan Aymard 

 3rd Rebecca Kang 

  4th Ben Char 

  4th Katelynn Custus 

 4th Julie Jordan 

 6th Kristie Tom 

 7th Art Jann 

 7th Sarah Stofferahn 

 7th David Wendt 

 7th Ashley Natvig 

  8th Diane Toloski 

  8th Keith Tom 

  8th Elizabeth Klein 

  8th Clifford Wong 

  9th Michael Mason 

 9th Bella Nulph 

 9th Eric Pang 

 10th James Lee 

 10th Quinn Patrick 

 11th Lai Ching Choy 

 11th Caprice Hong 

 12th Sherisse Hutchinson 

 12th Doris Gelini 

 14th Michael Chew 

 14th Justin Lew 

 15th Virginia Rumbaugh 

 16th Terry Kitagawa 

 17th Gary Lee 

 17th Kyle Chao 

 17th Mable Mai 

 18th Stanley Tom 

 18th Hannah Yuen 

 18th Deanna Biermann  

 21st Denver Wade 

 21st Kimberly Wong 

22nd Elisabeth Scott 

 24th Alexander Yeh 

 26th Tom Wedergren 

 28th Andrea Ohmura 

 28th Kimberly Wendt 

 29th Lauren Jann 

 30th Martin Moore 

 30th Celine Yon 

 31st King Wai Parnian 

 31st Amy Hartman 

 31st Kurt Schober 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1st Javier & Brittney Rosas 

 2nd Edward & Betty Wong 

 10th Gordon Shiozaki & Dona 

Fuchiwaki 

 12th Waily & Cynthia Tom 

 15th Walter & Sophie Louie  

 16th Anton & Sylvia Mrabe 

 19th Michael & Melinda 

Miyagishima 

 19th Michael & Maggie Aymard 

22nd Paul & Eugenia Kolsanoff 

22nd Kevin Chan & Helen Hsu 

 24th Art & Jady Frese 

 25th Ken Li & Mable Mai 

 28th Ricky Liu & Jennie Fong 

For our shut-ins and elderly: Elfriede Bon-

fert; Lillian Buckley; Nadine Gustafson; 

Connie Hom. 

For those with health problems or recovering 

from surgery: Bob Bok; Dorothy Bridgeman; 

Faye Close; Janelle Janssen; Ted & Cheri 

Jones; Laurie Prescott; Lee Rampage; Art 

Spleiss. 

For those who are mourning the death of 

loved ones: Elfriede Bonfert and her family 

on the death of her husband, Henry; 

Rozanne Heinzel and her family on the 

death of her husband, Richard. 

God’s people pray... 
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October 2016 ght PortaL 

WEST PORTAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 200 Sloat Boulevard, San Francisco CA 94132 
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

October 2nd at Pine Lake in Stern Grove  

Church & School Picnic 

Worship Service: 
11:00AM, followed by lunch and 
games. Please bring your own drinks, 
blankets, and lawn chairs. 

 
 

Tickets: 
$6.00 at the park 


